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friend with sloth; but St Gregory answered him that he was not disposed
to fight for a church.1 He, however, charged himself with the government
of that of Nazianzum under his father till his death, which happened the
year following. St Gregory pronounced his funeral panegyric in presence
of St Basil and of his mother, St Nonna, who died shortly after. Holy
solitude had been the constant object of his most earnest desires, and he
had only waited the death of his father entirely to bury himself in it.
Nevertheless, yielding to the importunities of others and to the necessities
of the church of Nazianzum, he consented to continue his care of it till
the neighbouring bishops could provide it with a pastor. But seeing this
affair protracted, and finding himself afflicted with various distempers, he
left that city and withdrew to Seleucia, the metropolis of Isauria, in 375,
where he continued five years. The death of St Basil, in 379, was to him
a sensible affliction, and he then composed twelve epigrams or epitaphs to
his memory; and some years after pronounced his panegyric at Csesarea,
namely, in 381 or 382. The unhappy death of the persecuting emperor
Valens, in 378, restored peace to the church. The Catholic pastors sought
means to make up the breaches which heresy had made in many places.
For this end they held several assemblies and sent zealous and learned
men into the provinces in which the tyrant had made the greatest havoc.
The church of Constantinople was of all others in the most desolate and
abandoned condition, having groaned during forty years under the tyranny
of the Arians, and the few Catholics who remained there having been long
without a pastor and even without a church wherein to assemble. They,
being well acquainted with our saint's merit, importuned him to come to
their assistance, and were backed by several bishops, desirous that his
learning, eloquence, and piety might restore that church to its splendour.
But such were the pleasures he enjoyed in his beloved retirement at
Seleucia, and in his thorough disengagement from the world, that for
some time these united solicitations made little or no impression on him.
They had, however, at length their desired effect. His body bent with
age, his head bald, his countenance extenuated with tears and austerities,
his poor garb, and his extreme poverty made but a mean appearance at
Constantinople; and no wonder that he was at first ill received in that
polite and proud city. The Arians pursued him with calumnies, raillieries,
and insults. The prefects and governors added their persecutions to the
fury of the populace, all which concurred to acquire him the glorious title
of confessor. He lodged first in the house of certain relations, where the
Catholics first assembled to hear him. He soon after converted it into a
church and gave it the name of Anastasia, or the Resurrection, because
the Catholic faith, which in that city had been hitherto oppressed, here
seemed to be raised, as it were, from the dead. Sozomen relates that this

1 Ep. 32.